


THE NEW SAT

Overall Gist of Changes to the Reading Section

All questions are now based on passages.

The subject matter of passages are pre-determined. There's 1 

passage concerning US and World Literature, 2 for History/Social 

Studies, and 2 for Science.

Some passages will now contain data and require interpretation of 

data.

Greater emphasis on: vocabulary in context; command of evidence; 

constructing logical arguments; scientific reasoning.



NEW READING QUESTION TYPES:

Evidence Support Questions:

For the first time, the SAT Reading section will have questions that build on each 

other. The student will be prompted to answer a question about the passage - for 

example, the author's tone or stance on a topic - and in the next question be 

asked to cite evidence for the answer in the previous question. Here's an 

example:



DATA REASONING QUESTIONS:

For the first time, the SAT Reading section will include figures that show data. The 

student will need to interpret the data in the figure and place it in the context of 

the overall passage - for example, how does this figure support the author's 

argument?



HOW TO APPROACH THE SENTENCE 

COMPLETION: COVER THE ANSWER CHOICES!

• When approaching the sentence completion portion, people tend to get set 
in the “traditional” mode of test-taking: they read the question, and head 
straight to the answers without ever taking a second to think about what the 
answer probably is.

Here’s how you should approach a sentence completion question:

Cover the answer choices with your hand

Read the sentence

Write down a word that, based on the context clues given, you feel best 
completes the sentence.

Uncover the answer choices

Select the answer choice that is closest in meaning to the word you wrote down 
in step 3.



IF YOU’RE A SLOW READER, SKIM THE 

PASSAGES.
The biggest problem people have with the SAT Critical Reading BY FAR 

is time. The SAT Critical Reading Section, much like the other sections, is 
designed to be difficult to finish in the amount of time given. By the end 
of the test, people often find themselves rushing to answer every 
question before the clock runs out. Many people end up having to guess 
on the last few questions, and some simply cannot finish the test.

If you’re a fast reader, and you can manage to read every word of every 
passage, and still have enough time to answer every question, great! 
Keep doing what you’re doing!

If you’re like most high school students and reading a bunch of boring 
passages isn’t your thing, then skimming the passages is probably a 
good strategy for you.

http://student-tutor.com/blog/more-time-on-the-sat-and-act/




SUMMARIZE PASSAGES AS YOU READ THEM.

• it’s very easy to doze off while you’re in the middle of reading a 

passage and forget what it’s about. Rather than having to go 

back and reread the passage, here is a nifty little trick to help you 

keep track of what’s going on in each passage.

• When reading a passage, stop after each paragraph and think for 

a few seconds about what you just read. Ask yourself “what 

happened in this paragraph?” and “what’s important to take 

away from this paragraph?” After you’ve thought about the 

paragraph for no more than 10 seconds, write down a few words 

in the margin of the passage explaining the paragraph.

http://student-tutor.com/blog/reading-and-literacy/




1.

Underline 
title & author 
for clues to 
topic.

2.

Closely read 
1st ¶ for 
author’s
thesis.  

What does 
s/he want you 
to know, 
think, or 
believe?

3.

Closely read 
last ¶ to verify
thesis.  

Reader should 
now know 
author’s main 
point.

4.

Read 1st 
sentence of 
other ¶s.  
Mark key 
words.  Skim 
rest of ¶, 
looking for 
impt. info.

***A Nonfiction Strategy:



1.

Read the 1st 
column to 
identify

• setting

• characters

• the problem

2.

Read the 2nd 
column to 
identify  

• attempted         

solutions

*** don’t

expect a full 

solution

***A Fiction Strategy:

Read with 

a pencil in 

hand!



AVOID EXTREMES

You may have heard of this one before. It’s a common 

trick used in many standardized tests and it almost 

never fails.

Basically, whenever you see extreme words like “never” 

or “always” used in answer choices, those answer 

choices are never the right choice, and you can 

almost always rule them out as possible answers.





LET’S LOOK AT AN EXAMPLE TO GIVE YOU A 

BETTER IDEA OF WHAT I’M TALKING ABOUT:



AFTER YOU FINISH READING EACH PASSAGE, ASK YOURSELF 

“WHAT IS THE MAIN IDEA OF THIS PASSAGE?”

• The main idea may take the form of a trite moral like “don’t judge 

a book by its cover,” or the main idea of a passage might even be 

something as simple as giving a brief introduction into some 

topic.

Whatever the main idea of the passage, it’s important that you spot 

it, as there are bound to be AT LEAST one or two questions per 

passage relating to their main ideas.

However, these questions are easy to lose points on. Why? Because 

those crafty SAT test writers don’t want you to succeed.



HERE’S WHAT YOU SHOULD DO:

Read the passage.

Underline/circle the passage’s main idea as it appears in 

the passage (often in the first or last paragraph).

If the main idea is not directly stated, you will have to 

infer the passage’s main idea.

When faced with a question about the passage’s main 

idea, simply refer to your notes on the passage.


